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tribes, Jahweh had become the ruler of the world, and that
world and its inhabitants had only to be made aware of this
truth and accept its consequences in order to join the ranks
of his worshippers. For the present Israel alone had this know-
ledge, and thus held a unique and privileged position in relation
to God ; but this did not preclude the possibility that the time
would come when the nations, in their turn, might see the light.
On the other hand, there was nothing to forbid the belief that
they might not, and that God might finally lose patience with
them and annihilate them. In the first case either Israel
would reign over the converted Gentiles as subjects, or else they
would be assimilated—it was a matter of personal opinion.
In the other case, Israel would remain the sole witness and
beneficiary of the Truth.
These two streams of thought ran side by side in Roman
Palestine.1 Jews living on Gentile soil would naturally tend
to " denationalize " their religion ; and we shall soon see that
this actually happened. Hence they would also be likely to
preach their faith to those around them, and in doing so they
would urge its superiority over the Gentile cults. A con-
siderable proportion of Judseo-Hellerdstic literature was pro-
duced with the object of healing the blindness of the Gentiles.2
The apostle Paul, addressing the hypothetical Jew of the
Epistle to the Romans, says (ii. 19-20) : " (Thou) art confident
that thou thyself art a guide of the blind, a light of them which are
in darkness, an instructor of the foolish, a teacher of babes, which
hast the form of knowledge and of the truth in the Law" 3 The
Jews of Palestine found this role less attractive, but succumbed
to it partially. They could not fail to be influenced by the
Hellenized Jews, whose example led them to generalize and
universalize their religion.4 But this tendency met with
opposition, with the result that a number of contradictory
passages are to be found, directly opposed to one another.
First of all, there is nothing easier than to find definite
statements of universalism in the Scriptures. Take for instance
Jeremiah xxxi. 33-4 : " I will be their God, and they shall be my
people. And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour,
and every man his brother, saying, Know Jahweh; for they shall
1 CCLXV, 33.	3 LXXV, iii, 114.
3 LXXV5 iii, 550 ff. Philo was to teach that God made no difference
between man and man, and that nobility did not depend on birth but on
wisdom and virtue. All those who forsook idolatry and turned to the
true God were members of the authentic Israel which was not that
according to the flesh. It was this sort of cosmopolitan attitude which
proved that Judaism was truly the best of all religions.
* CCLXV, 75.

